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The Family in Its Sociological Aspects. By James Quayle Dealey. 
New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1912. Pp.137. $°-75- 

This is an excellent little volume for the general reader and will also 
prove valuable for special work by classes in sociology. It is to be 
hoped that other special studies as good as this may be given us, as a 
single chapter is hardly enough for many of the topics we wish to study, 
and yet the younger student and the general reader do not always need 
to refer to compendious works. The process of development is most 
clearly brought out. The first chapter, "The Family as a Social Insti- 
tution," is a good introduction, indicating, among other things, the 
possibility of human control of social change and the synthesizing 
function of sociology, as well as the composite character of the family 
and its great importance for study, since it is the fundamental social 
institution. Chapters on "The Family of Early Civilization," "The 
Patriarchal or Patronymic Family," and "The Rise of the Modern 
Family" attempt to compress into thirty-five pages an idea of the pre- 
historic and historic development of marriage. There are many good 
points in this section, and many suggestions that should aid the reader 
in attaining a scientific point of view. It is in the following chapters, 
however, "The Family and Religion" and "The Family Influenced by 
the Reformation and the State," that the present reviewer finds the 
greatest satisfaction. The sexual impulse, its developments and per- 
versions; and more particularly ideas concerning these, and attitudes 
of mind and social ideals based hereon that have been taking shape 
through the centuries — these are most excellently presented. The 
reader will surely find many difficult points cleared up because he will 
find facts correlated and presented as phases of the general process of 
development. The present period which appears as transitional , is 
influenced by democratic ideals and by urban conditions, as the next 
two chapters indicate. "The Marriage Tie and Divorce" is much 
like other chapters on this subject except that it is shorter and so con- 
tains fewer bare statistics. This topic is seldom well treated, being 
either sterile or over fervid. The concluding chapters on "Democracy 
in The Marriage Tie" and "The Family under Reorganization" round 
out this study with some positive suggestions and with an attitude of 
sane optimism which the reader ought to be able to share. All in all 
this book is to be strongly commended. 

Howard Woodhead 

Chicago 



